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In the wintertime, outdoor enthusiasts

frequently need to know how thick the ice
is and whether it is safe to walk across it.
The American Pulpwood Association has
published a handy reference chart that
gives a good rule-ot-thumb for pond and
lake ice thickness.

Ice Thickness Permissible Load
.ininches clear,bluelakeice*..

2 One person on foot
3 Group, single file

7.5 Passenger car, 2-ton gross
8 Light truck, 2.5-ton gross
10 Medium truck, 3.5-ton gross
12 Heavy truck, 7 - to 8-ton gross
15 10 tons
20 25 tons
25 45 tons
30 70 tons
36 110 tons

* This table ·is tor clear, blue ice on lakes.
Reduce strength values by 15 percent
tor clear blue river ice. Slush ice is only
one-half the strength of blue ice. This
table does not apply for parked loads.
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